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NEW BRUNSWICK EDUCATION FOUNDATION FOURTH ANNUAL 
GRANTS PROGRAM FOR INNOVATIVE TEACHER PROJECTS

The New Brunswick Education Foundation (NBEF) has awarded grants totaling $5,273.82 to New Brunswick Public School teachers to implement innovative projects and activities in their schools. This is NBEF’s Fourth Annual Innovative Teacher Grants for Excellence Program, which will impact hundreds of students ranging from Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade. 
“The NBEF was founded with a primary mission to increase educational opportunities, innovative programs, scholarships and other resources for New Brunswick Public School students,” said Russell Marchetta, Board President of NBEF. “We seek partnerships with individuals, businesses, and other organizations to fund programs for students that are generally not covered by the school budget. A key objective of NBEF is to help the school district enhance its programs in visual and performing arts, technology, cultural enrichment, career development and other non-core curriculum disciplines that inspire, equip and empower students to succeed,” Marchetta added. 

The projects and activities funded by the NBEF Innovative Teacher Grants for Excellence Program are as follows:

“I Love English: Learning Language through Technology”

Project Leader: Karen Ellingson, ESL Teacher

New Brunswick Middle School

English Language Learners enter the middle school facing language barriers that limit their ability to keep up with their peers, and stifles their confidence and motivation to learn. This project will provide these students with an innovative language-learning software system, Roseta Stone which will help to improve their language skills and enhance their ability to become more proficient in English. The software will be made accessible to students before and after school, reinforcing their language skills development outside of regular class time. 
 “The Immigrant Experience”

Project Leader(s): Karen Ellingson, ESL Teacher and Ann Marie Barr, ESL Teacher
New Brunswick Middle School

This grant will provide English Language Learners with the opportunity to visit Liberty State Park, as part of a field and research project. Students will spend the day visiting the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, seeing firsthand the universal symbol of freedom and democracy and learning about the immigrant experience in America as they participate in hands-on activities and analyze historic artifacts. In the classroom, students will write about their experience, and work collaboratively to create a bulletin board to share their findings. 
“Philadelphia Museum Electronic Field Trips”

Project Leader: Kenneth Redler, Visual Arts Teacher

Woodrow Wilson Elementary School

This grant will provide virtual presentations from the Philadelphia Museum to 2nd through 8th grade students which highlight four artistic expressions: 1) Art of Asia, 2) The Impressionistic Era, 3) Modern Art, and 4) The Art of Spanish and Mexican Artists. Each of these presentations will bring the students to the Philadelphia Museum without leaving the school building. Students will have the opportunity to interact with a Docent through the electronic tours. All student participants will create works of art that replicate what they have learned.
“Traveling Museum Exhibits”

Project Leader: Brandi Gustafson, Social Studies Teacher

Woodrow Wilson Elementary School

Presenting the traveling museum exhibits (American Indian Art and Prehistoric Rock Art) will provide a unique anthropological experience for the entire student population at Woodrow Wilson. Participating students will create and learn various aspects of ancient art, historical preservation and how to describe their observations of these pieces to an audience.  
“Book Club – Understanding Graphic Novels”

Project Leader: Sarah Neiderman, School Librarian

New Brunswick Middle School

This grant will support the development of an after-school Book Club that will help improve the literacy and critical thinking skills of middle school students. Student participants will meet twice a month to read as well as engage in discussion about their assigned books, using graphic novels as their focal interest. Many of the books will depict different cultures and ethnic traditions that will be enhanced by introducing the students to different foods and customs. 
“The Senior Mural Project”

Project Leader: Kristine Templeton, Art and Computer Graphics Teacher

New Brunswick High School

This grant will provide New Brunswick High School seniors with the opportunity to engage in group collaboration to paint a large scale mural that details their educational journey and symbolizes their contribution to the school. Students will experience a sense of pride and accomplishment when completed. A primary aim is for student participants to work as a team and realize that the collaborative process yields far better results. In addition, the project seeks to emphasize the connection between art and the capacity to communicate effectively in a positive and productive way. 
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