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The New Brunswick Education Foundation took the first step last night in seeing the city's public school children have additional resources they need for a brighter future. 

The foundation's board of directors asked community members for $100 each to help jump-start its fundraising campaign for enhanced music education and visual and graphic arts training in the city's public schools. 

"An education foundation can help public schools identify new sources of revenue for innovative programs and can be a vehicle for connecting parents and alumni, and creating partnerships between businesses and churches," said Emanuel Ford, the NBEF coordinator. 

Ford said education foundations are generally associated with private schools and colleges, but as public school funding is cut for extra-curricular activities, the need for public school foundations has increased. 

The NBEF, a nonprofit agency, joins 4,000 other public school foundations in the nation and 100 in New Jersey, including those at North Brunswick, East Brunswick and Highland Park schools. 

"Our students are gifted and talented, and they possess the potential to be successful, but they cannot do it alone," Ford said. "It takes a sense of commitment, a collective effort and people who are willing to make a contribution in their lives." 

Tim Washington, a foundation board member and director of fundraising, asked everyone who gathered last night at McKinley Community School for $100. "Principals and teachers, if you give, it's coming back to you," he said, adding all of the money donated to the $100 Club will be used for classroom mini-grants for teachers and scholarships for graduating seniors. 

Dale Caldwell, president of the New Brunswick Board of Education, said it's important to show urban schools are just as important and have just as many talented students as private schools. But he said urban schools have more challenges than private schools, such as high drop-out rates and students not reading on grade level, which is why the foundation is necessary. 

"We need to be aggressive to provide the additional assistance, so our kids can thrive," Caldwell said. 

Donations may be sent to 225 Comstock St., P.O. Box 247, New Brunswick, N.J. 08903. Checks should be made payable to the New Brunswick Education Foundation Inc. 

Staff writer Chandra M. Hayslett covers Middlesex County. She may be reached at (732) 404-8089 or chayslett@starledger.com. 
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