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Grants help to maximize learning

New Brunswick foundation provides funds for projects that enhance firsthand education
Wednesday, January 30, 2008 

BY CHANDRA M. HAYSLETT

Star-Ledger Staff 

For Jessica Harris, teaching her students about the Lenape Indians isn't enough. She wants the youngsters to experience American Indian life firsthand. 

Harris, a fourth-grade teacher at Lincoln Elementary School in New Brunswick, is taking her students to Green Meadows in Parsippany, where 55 students will talk with American Indians and become immersed in their lifestyle for the day. 

"They read about it, but it's so out of context. If they experience it firsthand, they will be able to make better connections," she said. 

The trip, scheduled for June 4, is being paid for by a mini-grant from the New Brunswick Education Foundation. 

"We wouldn't be able to go on field trips if it wasn't for the grants and donations because of budget constraints," said Harris, who has been teaching for seven years. 

The NBEF awarded 10 mini-grants yesterday totaling $5,800. The grants are the first awarded since the foundation was established. 

"It's important that students get exposed. It enhances the entire learning experience for the student," said Russell Marchetta, president of the foundation "When I was in school, field trips were commonplace and the money was in the budget." 

Thirty-four teachers applied for the grants, but only the ones who met all of the criteria were selected, said Emmanuel Ford, the foundation's program coordinator. The foundation was looking for innovative projects. Teachers had to provide a description, the budget, how the project would be evaluated and a conclusion. 

The funds for the mini-grants come from the foundation's 100 Club Campaign, where alumni and friends of New Brunswick schools were asked to make $100 donations. More than $10,000 was raised. 

Marchetta said the response was overwhelming. "Once a zebra, always a zebra," he said, referring to the school district's mascot and loyalty to the community. 

New Brunswick Middle School's staff donated seeds, tools and plants for the students to start a garden last spring. Karen Ellingson, who oversees the garden club, was looking for a way to expand the project when she applied for a mini-grant. 

"With our grant, we will be able to expand the size of the garden considerably," she said, adding the goal is to have enough fruits, vegetables and plants to create a farmer's market. 

The grant will also help pay for a field trip to either Duke Farms in Hillsborough or Colonial Gardens in Mount Laurel and T-shirts for the garden club that read "I Dig the New Brunswick Middle School Garden," said Ellingson, an English as a Second Language teacher at the middle school. 

Other grant recipients include Theresa Strydesky and Toni Ficken, who will develop a fitness program for handicapped preschool students at the Paul Robe son Community School; Toni Austin and Elaine Foulides, who will design a program for students at the New Brunswick Health Sciences Technology High School to dramatize the steps in developing drugs and treatments for a disease, by creating scripts and acting out scenes; and Natalie R. Kreitzman, who will develop a six-month reading program for communication- impaired students that focuses on reading, comprehension and vocalization. 

Donations to the NBEF can be mailed to New Brunswick Education Foundation, P.O. Box 247, New Brunswick, N.J. 08903. 

Chandra M. Hayslett may be reached at chayslett@starledger.com or (732) 404-8089. 
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