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NEW BRUNSWICK EDUCATION FOUNDATION 

THIRD ANNUAL MINI-GRANTS PROGRAM 

FOR INNOVATIVE TEACHER PROJECTS

The New Brunswick Education Foundation (NBEF) has recently awarded mini-grants, totaling $4,719.68, to New Brunswick Public School teachers to implement innovative projects and activities in their schools. This is NBEF’s Third Annual Mini-Grants Program, which will impact hundreds of students ranging from Kindergarten through the 12th grade. 

“NBEF was founded with a primary mission to increase educational opportunities, innovative programs, scholarships and other resources for New Brunswick Public School students,” said Russell Marchetta, Board President of NBEF. He adds, “We seek partnerships with individuals, businesses, and other organizations to fund programs for students that are generally not covered by the school budget. A key objective of NBEF is to help the school district enhance its programs in visual and performing arts, technology, cultural enrichment, career development and other non-core curriculum disciplines that inspire, equip and empower students to succeed.” 

The projects and activities funded by the NBEF Mini-Grants Program are as follows:

“Follow the Yellow Brick Road to 66 Bartlett Street”

Project Leaders: Jessica Harris and Dayna Sacks, 4th Grade Teachers
Lincoln School

This grant will support an after-school theater program for 4th through 6th grade students who will not only learn acting techniques, but will also learn and improve various literacy skills. As they read and perform, the children will learn about character traits, settings, moods, points of view, inferences, and character motivations. Additionally, the students will learn how to identify the differences between monologues and dialogues, lines and stage directions. 

“In-Class Technology Workstation”

Project Leader: Nilda Gutierrez, Special Education Teacher
Lord Stirling Community School

This grant will provide for an in-class technology workstation that will expose students with special learning needs to innovative educational software and websites, including electronic talking dictionaries, BrainPop.com and Enchanted Learning.com. This interactive learning environment will offer students language friendly and cutting-edge illustrative resources that will enable them to expand on their prior knowledge skills in multiple content areas such as science, social studies, math, and language arts.
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“Techies Got Talent”
Project Leaders: Elaine Foulides, Music Teacher and Barbara DeBaylo, Art Teacher
New Brunswick Health Sciences Technology High School

This project is a talent production that will be written, staged, directed, performed and filmed by students. The grant will supply a camcorder, a multi-format DVD Writer, and blank DVDs for students to fuse technology into the creative process by filming the rehearsals and performance, editing the performance footage, adding graphics (titles and credits), and producing a final copy for distribution.
“Using Moodle In The Classroom”

Project Leader: Anthony Mwangi

New Brunswick High School

This grant will provide a web-based content management system that makes it easy for teachers and students to interact, communicate, and share materials in a supervised and safe online environment. It will be used interactively in the classroom, as well as collaboratively by students at home. Using Moodle prepares students for the 21st century classroom and environment by requiring them to think and to create in innovative, collaborative ways.
“Recording Our History”
Project Leader: Carol Giordano, 3rd Grade Teacher
Paul Robeson Community Theme School for the Arts
With funding for a video camera and blank DVDs, 3rd grade students will have the opportunity to integrate technology with a project designed for them to capture the oral history of their families. Students will engage their families in this enriching and exciting activity, as they learn, tell and re-tell stories that encompass their history, culture and traditions. 
“Home English Language Practice (HELP)”

Project Leader: Marybeth O’Connell, Speech Teacher
Paul Robeson Community Theme School for the Arts
This grant will provide digital recording devices for students to rehearse speech-language lessons repeatedly at home in order to increase fluency and comprehension. The focus area of this project, which requires parental involvement, is for students to develop and gain mastery in their communication skills, both orally and in written form. Providing this structured and measurable approach is expected to increase student achievement and social competency.
“Reading & Writing ~ The Ultimate Superpowers!”

Project Leaders: Nancy Antos-Ali, Basic Skills Teacher/Melissa Howard, 1st Grade Teacher/Diane Neal, Language Arts Literacy Specialist

Redshaw School
The emphasis of this project is for K-5 students to internalize the concept, “I am a reader. I am a writer. I have the ultimate superpowers”. The grant will underwrite costs for books, visits and presentations by Marcie Aboff, noted author of children’s books that have many math and science connections, such as The Pizza Palace (fractions), The Lemonade Standoff (addition & graphing) and The Tallest Snowman (measurements). It will be an exciting school-wide event for students geared toward engendering a life-long interest in reading and writing. 
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“Traveling Museum Exhibits”
Project Leader: Brandi Gustafson

Woodrow Wilson School

This grant will sponsor traveling museum exhibits for one week each to expose Pre-K through 8th grade students to Ancient Egyptian Art and the Harlem Renaissance. This virtual field trip brings a unique educational experience to classrooms without the need for students to leave the school building. Students will create art work that correlates with what they learned in their Social Studies classes and from the exhibits.
“Philadelphia Museum Electronic Field Trips”
Project Leader: Kenneth Redler

Woodrow Wilson School
This grant will provide four virtual presentations from the Philadelphia Museum to 5th through 8th grade students in four program areas: (1) Art of Asia; (2) The Impressionist Era; (3) Modern Art; and (4) The Art of Spanish and Mexican Artists. Students will be able to actually interact with the Docent at the museum through the virtual tours and will create art work that replicates what they have learned.
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