[image: image1.png]HOME NEWS TRIBUNE



                                                     NEW BRUNSWICK
Author's Day at New Brunswick School                          Turns Up the Volumes for Summer Reading
By JARED KALTWASSER                                                                                                                                                                                    Staff Writer                                                                                                                                                                          Friday, June 11, 2010

NEW BRUNSWICK — Teachers at A.C. Redshaw Elementary laid the groundwork for a summer full of reading Thursday as the school held its 2010 Author's Day celebration. Children's author and Edison resident Marcie Aboff was the featured speaker, along with Sara Warrick, a librarian at the New Brunswick Free Public Library.

Diane Neal, a language arts specialist at the school, said last year's guest was writer Floyd Cooper. She said meeting that author made a big impact on the students. "It really made the literature come alive for our students," she said.

Nancy Antos-Ali, a basic skills teacher, said the event was designed to kindle students' enthusiasm for reading as the school year draws to a close. "Our inspiration is to encourage children to continue their love of reading throughout the summer," Antos-Ali said.

The event was also the culmination of a year-long emphasis on literacy at the school, Neal said. The theme for the year was "Celebrate reading and writing: The ultimate superpowers."

Garry Nelson, a third-grade teacher, said it's important that students use their reading skills over the summer. "It's just like riding a bike," he said. "...If you're learning to ride a bike and you don't practice for a long time, you're going to lose that ability."

Each grade read an Aboff book and did a related activity. For instance, the first-graders read Aboff's book "The Lemonade Standoff," then opened up a one-cent-per-cup lemonade stand and tallied whether yellow or pink lemonade was more popular. The winner was yellow, said basic skills teacher Gaetana Swercheck. The theme for the day was "Everyone can write; Everyone can read; These are the powers to succeed." That slogan was the creation of fifth-graders Jennifer Camarillo, Zahmir Stevens and Jorge Leon, who won a contest to select a theme. "We were trying to think of something that rhymed," he said. "I just started thinking of read and succeed."

Camarillo and Leon both said they love to read. Camarillo likes fiction books. Leon likes "almost any book."

Aboff said there's good news for students like Leon. "There are just so many different types of books to read, whether it's sports, nonfiction, fantasy," she said. "There's just so many out there." Aboff spent the entire day at the school, leading sessions with students from kindergarten to fifth grade, then signing books for the children and teachers.

Warrick told the students about the library's offerings and encouraged them to join the library's Summer Reading Program, which starts June 19.

The Author's Day program was funded by a grant from the New Brunswick Education Foundation and funding from the Parent-Teacher Organization.

