
NEW BRUNSWICK
$10,000 donated for college scholarship
By RICHARD KHAVKINE • Staff Writer • March 17, 2009

NEW BRUNSWICK — A couple of local boys made good have given their names — and money — to help secure a university education for a New Brunswick High School graduating senior.

Gregory Q. Brown, president and CEO of Motorola, recently donated $10,000 to the New Brunswick Education Foundation to establish a scholarship in honor of his brother, Richard H. Brown, a 1965 alumnus of New Brunswick High School and a former chairman and CEO of Electronic Data Systems Corp.

"He's my oldest brother, and I'm the youngest of five, and I just thought it would be nice to recognize him and what he meant to New Brunswick High School and allow us to give back to the community and recognize some great kids going forward," Gregory Brown said from Motorola's Chicago headquarters.

The Richard H. Brown Scholarship will provide an annual award of $2,500 from 2009 through 2012 to a promising graduating senior from the city high school who will attend an institution of higher learning. The scholarship is for a student with a financial need who has demonstrated academic excellence, school leadership and community service.

Gregory Brown's donation is the largest individual contribution to date for the nonprofit foundation. Established in 2005, the education group seeks to increase educational opportunities, innovative programs, scholarships and other resources for city public school students.

"The relationship is in place, and we're excited about that," said Emmanuel Ford, the foundation's program coordinator and a 1978 graduate of New Brunswick High. "(Richard Brown) is an accomplished graduate and a terrific model for young people."

Gregory Brown, who attended high school in Highland Park, said he expects to continue his financial relationship with the foundation.

New Brunswick High School has "some special roots to the Brown family, and I thought it would be a way for us to maintain a relationship for several years going forward," he said.

The Browns' uncle, Fred Brown, taught mathematics at the high school for 40 years, Gregory Brown said. The Brown brothers' two sisters and their mother, as well as Gregory Brown's father-in-law continue to live in Central Jersey.

"We are local Jersey boys, and we know where we came from, and we had a great family, and my parents were great," Gregory Brown said. "And it's just kind of fun to see some local guys 
make it, if you want to describe it that way, and Dick was always helpful to me, and he was a great role model."

From 1999 to 2003, Richard Brown led EDS, a global services company specializing in information technology, outsourcing, system integration, business transformation and management consulting.

Ford said that part of the New Brunswick foundation's work is to reconnect alumni to their alma mater. The scholarship "will help people cultivate their dreams," he added.

Richard Brown was inducted into the New Brunswick High School Hall of Distinguished Alumni in June. His 28-year career in the telecommunications industry included executive-level tenures at Ameritech Corp., Illinois Bell Telephone Co. and Sprint. He is on DuPont's board of directors and on the advisory board of Mitsui and Co. Venture Partners Inc.

Prior to his EDS tenure, Richard Brown served as the CEO of London-based Cable & Wireless PLC and as president and CEO of H&R Block.

For more information on The Richard H. Brown Scholarship, contact the NBEF Office at 732-828-0043 or visit the organization's Web site at: www.nbefonline.org.

